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WalletPop.com » LAUREL, Miss. -The federal agents arrived by the dozens, driving unmarked

) cars and white vans. They sealed off the entrances of a manufacturing plant in
Markets south Mississippi and rounded up hundreds of suspected illegal immigrants.
e . By Monday afternoon, 350 people at the facility that makes electrical
IL;JSI.AcIose in 6 hrs, 19 mins transformers had been identified as working in the country illegally, said
miG.S? Barbara Gonzalez, a spokeswoman for U.S. Immigration and Customs oveRTISEMEnT
_1é 38 Enforcement. And, she said, agents weren't finished processing the workers at
’ Howard Industries Inc. in Laurel. FEED

047% So many workers were caught up in the operation, the facility was reportedly Latest Money News
NASDAQ shut down for the day. The company produces dozens of products ranging frome  Qil falls as dollar strengthens against euro, yen
m electrical transformers to medical supplies, according to its Web site. * Hog producer Smithfield Foods swings to 1Q loss
3 62 : "This is a targeted enforcement operation that is part of an ongoing ICE * Indian company to pay $2.6B for Britain's Imperial

’ investigation that has revealed that illegal aliens are employed at Howard * Shopping for back to school can be a lesson itself
0.15% Industries," Gonzalez said. * US questions China at WTO over pork, farm taxes

She declined to say how many federal agents were involved in the raid, but
S&P 500 . . ) ;
126774 said they acted on a tip provided by a union worker.
0'90 : In a statement to the Laurel Leader-Call newspaper, Howard Industries said the
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company "runs every check allowed to ascertain the immigration status of all
applicants for its jobs."

"It is company policy that it hires only U.S. citizens and legal immigrants," the
statement said.

The company's chief executive officer, Billy Howard, did not respond to a
message left by The Associated Press.

The suspected illegal workers were loaded into white vans with shaded
windows and driven away as ICE agents guarded the entrances of the massive
plant. Some of the agents set up under a tent as sporadic rains swept the area.
Motorists traveling on roads behind the plant were stopped by officers in an
unmarked vehicle and told to leave.

ICE agents planned to check the residency status of everyone who worked
there, said agency spokesman, Brandon Montgomery.

He said 50 people were given alternatives to detention for humanitarian
reasons, meaning they could be fitted with a tracking device and order to report
to a case worker later.

The raid created hysteria among many in the Hispanic community here.
Rumors that federal agents would begin going house-to-house prompted some
families to seek refuge at Iglesia Cristiana Penial, a church with a largely
Hispanic congregation, said Pastor Roberto Valez. "We gave them refuge
because they were afraid to go back to their homes."

The ICE spokeswoman said the rumors of agents going house-to-house were
untrue.

Rodolfo Galicia said his 22-year-old brother was detained at Howard Industries.
"Everybody's crying, worried about what's going to happen to him," he said in
Spanish.

Valez some of the women detained agreed to leave the country, were fitted with
monitoring devices and allowed to leave so they could take care of their
children.

Arecording at Howard Industries plant on Monday said the telephone
switchboard was closed. A man who answered a phone call at the company's
security station said reporters would have to call back Tuesday.

Howard Industries was founded in the 1960s. In 2002, state lawmakers
approved a $31.5 million, taxpayer-backed incentive plan aimed at helping to
expand its operations.

The raid is one of several nationwide in recent years.

On May 12, federal immigration officials swept into Agriprocessors, the nation's
largest kosher meatpacking plant, in lowa. Nearly 400 workers were detained
and dozens of fraudulent permanent resident alien cards were seized from the
plant's human resources department, court records showed.

Note: ICE says people whose relatives were detained can call for information:
866-341-3858.

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may
not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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